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TAGS: MILI, IS, US 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH DINITZ, FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 27: ARMS FOR ISRAEL 


REF: TEL AVIV 1388 


1 . DURING DISCUSSION WITH SECRETARY JANUARY 27, AMBASSADOR 
DINITZ RAISED SUBJECT OF POSTPONEMENT OF WEIZMAN'S VISIT, 
AND IMPORTANCE THAT ANY DELAY NOT AFFECT THE U.S. DECISIONS 
ON ARMS FOR ISRAEL. DINITZ PRESSED FOR SOME U.S. APPROVALS 
PRIOR TO VISIT, AND SOME WHEN HE ACTUALLY ARRIVED. HE 
INDICATED THAT THIS APPROACH WOULD RELIEVE SOME OF THE 
URGENCY FOR ARMS APPROVALS DURING THE VISIT AND PERMIT 
WEIZMAN'S DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON TO FOCUS ON MORE 
STRATEGIC ISSUES. HE HOPED IN PARTICULAR FOR A U.S. REPLY 
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TO ISRAEL'S F-15 AND F-16 REQUESTS PRIOR TO WEIZMAN'S 
ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON. 


2. SECRETARY REPLIED NONCOMMITTALLY TO DINITZ S APPROACH 
ON THIS ISSUE, BUT UNDERTOOK TO LET DINITZ KNOW SHORTLY 
OUR VIEWS ABOUT THE QUESTION OF ARMS APPROVALS FOR ISRAEL 
PRIOR TO WEIZMAN'S VISIT. 
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3. ON JANUARY 28, FOLLOWING ABOVE EXCHANGE, DINITZ TELE- 
PHONED LES GET ,B TO PASS ON SUBSTANCE OF HIS CONVERSATION 
WITH THE SECRETARY, AND HIS HOPE THAT THE NUMBERS OF F-15 
AND F-16S U.S. WOULD APPROVE FOR ISRAEL WOULD BE "ADE- 
QUATE." DINITZ ADDED THAT HE HAD SPOKEN TO BOTH 
CIECHAN OVER AND WEIZMAN FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH THE 
SECRETARY, AND THAT WEIZMAN WANTED US TO KNOW THAT IT WAS 
IMPORTANT TO HIM TO HAVE SOME GROUND FORCE ITEMS APPROVED 
PRIOR TO HIS VISIT. ACCORDING TO DINITZ, WEIZMAN SAID 
THAT GIVEN THE PROBLEM OF INTERSERVICE RIVALRY IN ISRAEL, 

IT WAS IMPORTANT TO HIM TO HAVE A MIXED PACKAGE FOR THE 
AIR FORCE AND THE ARMY. VANCE 
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REF: TEL AVIV 1388 

1 . DURING DISCUSSION WITH SECRETARY IANUARY 27, AMBASSADOR 
DINITZ RAISED SUBJECT OF POSTPONEMENT OF WEIZMAN'S VISIT, 

AND IMPORTANCE THAT ANY DELAY NOT AFFECT THE U.S. DECISIONS 
ON ARMS FOR ISRAEL. DINITZ PRESSED FOR SOME U.S. APPROVALS 
PRIOR TO VISIT, AND SOME WHEN HE ACTUALLY ARRIVED. HE 
INDICATED THAT THIS APPROACH WOULD RELIEVE SOME OF THE 
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URGENCY FOR ARMS APPROVALS DURING THE VISIT AND PERMIT 
WEIZMAN'S DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON TO FOCUS ON MORE 
STRATEGIC ISSUES. HE HOPED IN PARTICULAR FOR A U.S. REPLY 
TO ISRAEL'S F-15 AND F-16 REQUESTS PRIOR TO WEIZMAN'S 
ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON. 

2. SECRETARY REPLIED NONCOMMITTALLY TO DINITZ'S APPROACH 
ON THIS ISSUE, BUT UNDERTOOK TO LET DINITZ KNOW SHORTLY 
OUR VIEWS ABOUT THE QUESTION OF ARMS APPROVALS FOR ISRAEL 
PRIOR TO WEIZMAN'S VISIT. 

3. ON JANUARY 28, FOLLOWING ABOVE EXCHANGE, DINITZ TELE- 
PHONED LES GET ,B TO PASS ON SUBSTANCE OF HIS CONVERSATION 
WITH THE SECRETARY, AND HIS HOPE THAT THE NUMBERS OF F-15 
AND F-16S U.S. WOULD APPROVE FOR ISRAEL WOULD BE "ADE- 
QUATE." DINITZ ADDED THAT HE HAD SPOKEN TO BOTH 
CIECHAN OVER AND WEIZMAN FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH THE 
SECRETARY, AND THAT WEIZMAN WANTED US TO KNOW THAT IT WAS 
IMPORTANT TO HIM TO HAVE SOME GROUND FORCE ITEMS APPROVED 
PRIOR TO HIS VISIT. ACCORDING TO DINITZ, WEIZMAN SAID 

THAT GIVEN THE PROBLEM OF INTERSERVICE RIVALRY IN ISRAEL, 

IT WAS IMPORTANT TO HIM TO HAVE A MIXED PACKAGE FOR THE 
AIR FORCE AND THE ARMY. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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